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Xvakang, and it is held that, upon due election the divine
spirit is transmitted to him.
3. Kujurs and Rain-makers.—It is only amongst the
Shilluk that there exists a close religious and political
organization embracing the whole tribe, but the power
and influence of sectional and local rain-makers and
kujurs amongst many other tribes (Dinka, Nuer, Nuba,
and others) are based on the same idea of the incarnation
of a divine ancestor. The Dilling Nuba believe that the
kujur is the earthly embodiment of the aro or deified
tribal ancestors, who directs the fate of his descendants
and sends all blessings and calamities, and the special
relation is expressed in the fact that the kujur is actually '
addressed as aro, and that the veneration with which
the aro is regarded by the people is transferred to the
kujur.
In many cases, though not always, the functions of
spiritual and temporal chief are combined in the same
person, and even where this is not the case, the kujur
exercises great influence on all the affairs of his tribe.
One of his most important functions is the performance
of the ceremonies which ensure an adequate rainfall, and
to his power to produce and withhold rain for the com-
munity much of his authority is due.
Thus the Lotuko and Acholi rain-makers also function
as temporal chiefs, and, though there is no clear indication
of any belief in incarnation, it is necessary that the holder
of the office should be descended from rain-makers both
on the father's and the mother's side. Amongst the
Dinka, the term.-bain is applied both to rain-makers and
to ordinary village chiefs, and the prestige and influence
of the different bain vary enormously. Amongst the
Nuba of Gulf an, the Great Kujur, with his several sub-
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